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West Cork awaits...

Vibrant on the one hand, tranquil on the other, West
Cork is a fantastic place to visit with facilities to cater
for all ages and tastes, making your break in West Cork
a uniquely individual experience. Okay, you would hardly
expect us to say otherwise, but we stand over our
claim with confident pride and this guide is our way of
showing you how West Cork is an ideal holiday
destination that will not disappoint.

Whether you are looking for an all-action activity
holiday or a quiet and peaceful break from the stresses
of modern living, the range of options are here.The
West Cork region has so much to offer that people
come back time after time to sample more of its
delights. It is famous for its inspiring scenery, the
wholesome quality of its food and the welcoming,
relaxing ambiance of its restaurants, bars, and
accommodation. Combine these with the hospitality of
the West Cork people and you have the perfect recipe
for the perfect holiday.

So read on and find out for yourself what this idyllic
corner of the south west of Ireland has to offer.
Wherever you choose, from Kinsale to Allihies, the

breadth of experience is up to you.West Cork awaits...
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BANDON, KINSALE, Carrigaline,
Crosshaven, Innishannon

CLONAKILTY,
Timoleague,
Courtmacsherry,
Ballinascarthy,
Inchydoney,
Rosscarbery,

Castletownsend, Baltimore

THE MIZEN PENINSULA,
Ballydehob, Schull, Goleen,

Rathbarry

area three

SKIBBEREEN, Glandore,
Union Hall, Leap,

|
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& The Islands i

Crookhaven, Barleycove
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BANTRY, Ballylickey, Drimoleague,
Dunmanway, Ballineen, Enniskeane
SHEEP’S HEAD PENINSULA, Durrus,
Ahakista, Kilcrohane

area five o

THE BEARA
PENINSULA,
Glengarriff, Adrigole,
Castletownbere,
Bere Island, Allihies,
Eyeries, Ardgroom
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West Cork Tourism is part funded by the West Cork LEADER
Co-op Society which set up the Fuchsia Brands Ltd Initiative in
1998. West Cork Tourism is proud to be associated with this
flagship initiative which since its inception has underlined the
unique nature of the products and services found throughout
West Cork.
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The Fuchsia, long associated with West Cork has been chosen as the
symbol of origin and quality for the food and tourism products of the
region and reflects positive local characteristics, such as
environmental quality, as well as the richness and diversity of the
heritage, culture and landscape. The Fuchsia Brand initiative was
launched in 1996 and producers and providers sanctioned to utilise
the "Fuchsia Logo" must adhere to strict quality criteria, thereby
ensuring excellence in all aspects of product and service quality.

We invite you to visit many of the wonderful destinations throughout
West Cork and to sample the local produce available in local guest
accommodation, restaurants, stores and supermarkets. We are
pleased to invite your comments on any aspect of the Fuchsia Brand
initiative, or any of the accredited companies or products. For this
purpose a Consumer Response Card is available at each of the
tourism members establishments. Alternatively you may register your
comments at www.fuchsiabrands.com.

For more information please contact:

Jean O’Sullivan,

Tourism Development Officer, Fuchsia Brands Ltd., South Square
Clonakilty,West Cork. Tel: 023 34035 Fax: 023 34066

email: jean@westcorkleader.ie



The Bandon Valley has the most fertile land in the area yielding
some of the regions finest natural produce, which enhances the
reputation held by West Cork as the host to some of Ireland’s

finest restaurants. So here begins a flavourful journey for all

palates!

BANDON, KINSALE
Carrigaline, Crosshaven,
Innishannon
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CLONAKIL Y Most of the towns in West Cork partake in an annual competition

Ballinascarthy;slgmoleague; that illustrates their civic pride; The National Tidy Towns
Lourtmacsherry, Rathbarry; Competition. Colourful Clonakilty won the top award in 1999,
Inchydoney, hosscarbery and for its use of flowers in its beautification, the European

Entenet Florale competition in 2000, as well as the worldwide

Nations in Bloom gold medal in China, in 2001. Of course no visit

o . . : ModelVillage, Clonakity
to Clonakilty is complete without sampling the famous Clonakilty o¢E FHASE, onay Model T

z; et Black Pudding available from the local butchers as well as featuring
"—"Wd. on many of the local bar and restaurant menus, that add to the
towns already abundant colour and flavour.

Visitor Attractions:

Michael Collins Centre, Castleview, Clonakilty
Tel: 023-46107
Lios na gCon Ringfort, Clonakilty

Tel: 023-33302 The rich heritage of the Clonakilty area may be

Century.

Lisselan Gardens ) Tel: 023-33249

Inchydoney ; Castlefreke

explored through attractions such as the Michael

Timoleague Abbey Collins Centre which presents Michael Collins
West Cork Model @« evenings, the General Michael Collins Homestead
Railway Village ) Tel: 023-33224 and Lios na gCon ringfort dating from the [0th

The West Cork Model Railway Village gives an
overview in miniature of the main West Cork
towns and its railway network, which operated
in the middle of the 20th century. Transport
history is also featured in the nearby village of
Ballinascarthy where Henry Ford’s
grandfather lived before emigrating to America
in the 1840’s. A beautiful replica of the Model
T is sited at the side of the road in
Ballinascarthy to commemorate the
association.




East of Clonakilty lie two villages not to be
missed; Courtmacsherry providing shore and
sea angling and historic Timoleague with its
medieval abbey. The coastline between these two
villages offers a great opportunity for bird
watching, with over 200 species recorded as well
as providing some breathtaking scenery and varied
terrain along the Seven Heads for walking

enthusiasts.

Timoleague Abbey

The neighbouring
village of Rathbarry,
which also features
annually among the
national award winners
in the Tidy Towns
competition, is a must
on any day’s
exploration of the
hinterland.

Rosscarbery

Clonakilty is close to some of the
finest stretches of sandy beaches in

West Cork with Inchydoney to ' :  Aimoleague,
the south and several idyllic little Courtmacsherry; Rathbarry;

coves only the locals know best, so

CAYOONE ROSSCArbe
get chatting! Inchydoney, Rosscarbery.

Rosscarbery

The view of Rosscarbery as one approaches the
village from the Clonakilty side is dominated by the
spire of St Fachtna’s cathedral. This quiet village is
central to a number of sandy beaches with the
Warren stretching in front of the causeway and the
Long Strand further east at Ownahincha. Activities
for all the family are available with a pitch and putt
course, golf driving range and canoeing and paddle
boating facilities in the lagoon between the village
and the causeway.




SKIBBEREEN
Glandore, Union Hall, Leap, Castletownshend,
Baltimore, Sherkin Island, Cape Clear Island
THE MIZEN PENINSULA
Ballydehob, Schull, Goleen
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Lough Hyne

Located 60 km west of Cork city, Skibbereen is a
bustling market town with a truly cosmopolitan feel.
It is central to several charming coastal villages and

gateway to the Mizen peninsula.

€ eritage Centre.
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Castletownshend

Drombeg Stone Circle
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Baltimore, Sherkin Island, Cape Clear

THE MIZEN PENINSULA
Ballydehob, Schull, Goleen

Mizen Heaw*r]‘- -

The Mizen Peninsula reaches out from Skibbereen and
culminates in some of the most spectacular scenery at
Ireland’s most southwesterly point, Mizen Head. Down the
99 steps across the awesome bridge is the enlightening
Mizen Head Visitor Centre adjoining the lighthouse which
provided detailed information on the operations of the
lighthouse.

Schull
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Capé Clear

Ballydehob

The Beacon, Balti




BANTRY Bantry is primarily a
2, market town with a
wealth of amenities to

supplement the natural

Ballineen & Enniskednes untianway
Dritoleague; Ballylrckey

SHEEP’S HEAD PENINSULA beauty of its idyllic setting.

It has a full range of
accommodation from
budget to luxury, a
cinema, a number of
L restaurants catering for a
e j,r" wide variety of tastes as
well as lively pubs and

— =
5':__.:;{,‘/*.1“"] nightclubs.

DurrusyFAhakistag Kilcrohane

The major tourist attraction in the town is Bantry House,
built by the White family in the first half of the 18th
century with its notable gardens, fine furnishings and art
collection. It is also host to the audio visual display of the
Armada Centre, which charts the events leading to and
resulting from the attempts by the French Armada to land
in Bantry Bay in 1796 and the involvement of the famous
Irish patriot Wolfe Tone. It is also the main venue for the
internationally renowned West Cork Chamber Music
Festival each summer, when some of the top exponents of
classical music entertain in this intimate venue.

Bantry Harbour

En route from Bandon to Bantry are
the twin villages of Ballineen and
Enniskeane dating back to about
1790. The villages have a range of
sporting facilities open to visitors and
just north of the villages you can see
Kinneigh Round Tower built in 1014.
This intriguing 80-foot tall hexagonally
based tower is the only example of its
kind in Ireland.

Geographically, Dunmanway would be the centre of West Cork and,
therefore, an ideal base for touring. It was the birthplace of
Sam Maguire, a local and national sports hero after whom
Gaelic football’s coveted trophy is named. A statue
commemorating his local association stands in the
centre of the town’s main square, while the GAA
Park is called after him.The town is also famous
for its annual Ballabuidhe Races and Horse Fair
every August. Dunmanway has a number of

pubs and restaurants as well as the public .:.['
indoor heated swimming pool which adjoins a
playground and pitch and putt course.

East from Bantry
heading away from the
coast is the village of
Drimoleague. A
refurbished corn mill in
the village centre
houses a stained glass
enterprise.
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Visitor Attractions:
Bantry House & Gardens Tel: 027 51796
Sam Maguire Birthplace, Dunmanway

Carriganass Castle, Kealkil




Visitor Attractions:
Carraig Abhainn Garden, Durrus 027-61070
e P

Leaving Bantry and heading west one
travels through Ballylickey and to the left
of the road are some panoramic views of
Bantry Bay and Whiddy Island with the

Sheep’s Head Peninsula on the far side.
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A more rugged peninsula, the Sheep’s Head is the second
of the three major land jetties in West Cork.

Its three villages, Durrus, Ahakista and Kilchrohane
are in a veritable world of their own and mark good
stops along the scenic drive which boast fabulous ' o
panoramic views of both Bantry and Dunmanus Bays.
However getting out and about on foot may be a more
attractive alternative, if so, the highly recommended
Sheep’s Head Way is the ideal option. All three villages
have friendly pubs ideal for rest and refreshments and can
be lively spots for impromptu traditional music sessions,
making this a rural yet cosmopolitan place.




\THE BEARA PENINSULA
Glengarriff, Adrigole
Lastietownbere, Bere Islanc
Allihtes,; Eyeries, Ardgroom

No visit to Glengarriff would be
complete without taking the short ferry
trip to Garnish Island to enjoy the
beauty of its famous Italian gardens. The
village has hotels, craft centres and
restaurants and its setting at the head of
the Beara Peninsula makes it an ideal
base for short tours.

The Beara Peninsula is a rural gem. Beyond Glengarriff the
rugged mountains, Sugar Loaf and Hungry Hill, lead you to the
village of Adrigole, which harbours a fully equipped sailing
centre, and onwards into the heart of Beara life and its main
town of Castletownbere.

One of the country’s premier fishing ports, Castletownbere is
kept busy servicing the needs of both Irish and foreign fishing
vessels. The town has a selection of pubs and restaurants,
serving the best of locally landed fresh fish and self-catering,
hotel and B & B accommodation. For the culturally minded
there is an Art Trail around the numerous galleries and studios
in the area. An accompanying map is freely distributed in various
venues all along the route.

Hungry HI:” .\}kjterfaﬂ

There are a number of historic ruins in the
Castletownbere area, notably Dunboy Castle built
in the |3th century, home of the ancient local
chieftain O’Sullivan Bere, and Puxley’s Castle
dating from the |5th century. There are a number
of events commemorating this local history to
mark in your diary when visiting, including the
Battle of Dunboy commemoration.

21



Bere Island is one of
the larger inhabited
islands off the coast of
West Cork, near the
mouth of Bantry Bay and
is just a short ferry ride
from the fishing port of
Castletownbere it
provides an alternative
walking route tracing the
archaeological sites and
features.

Dursey Island is a rugged
piece of land just off Dursey
Sound It is a must for any
birdwatching enthusiast and
apart from the wildlife and
breathtaking scenery it is
bound to add novelty to any
day trip as it is reached from
the mainland by cable car.

Eyeries Village

The picturesque villages of Allihies, Eyeries and Ardgroom further IHE BEARA PENINSULA

along the Ring of Beara illustrate why the area has become a haven for ~lancar Advianle

so many artists and writers. ul:.’]ld‘-.ﬁ.f‘!‘]‘ff, .p-l'_l!'};!)j:l
Castletownbere, Bere Island

Allihies, with its cheerfully colourful buildings is a cosmopolitan village, A o CETEr B A el o :

with the welcoming Dzogchen Buddhist Centre nearby to complete the Allihies, -j:lfl:ﬂ‘ J-\.f'.'J;.jI‘!)QIH

heady experience. Contrasting this contemporary side of village life are

the striking remnants of the copper mines perched on the baron

hillsides, echoing the now defunct industry operated by the Puxley family.

Castletownbere Pier The picturesque village of Eyeries, which has deservedly won
national Tidy Towns awards, overlooks the Atlantic Ocean
and is home to the tallest Ogham Stone in the world

(17.5 ft/5.3m). Another example of Ireland’s heritage is the
stone circle near the village of Ardgroom. Ardgroom is also
a great base for anyone interested in trout fishing with the
the two lakes Glenbeg and Derryvegal in its immediate
vicinity.

Visitor Attractions:

Dunboy Castle



ACCESS BY AIR - FLIGHTS TO CORK
As the premier gateway to the south of Ireland, Cork Airport offers
excellent new route opportunities for scheduled and charter services.
The airport is situated just 8 km south of Cork City, on the Kinsale
Road and a bus service is available to and from the city centre with
departures every 25 - 45 minutes.

Scheduled Air Services to Cork Airport

There are direct year round services to / from the following destinations:

Alicante Gdansk Manchester
Amsterdam Jersey Nantes
Barcelona Katowice Newcastle
Belfast Krakow Newquay
Berlin Lanzarote Nice
Birmingham Leeds Bradford Paris
Bristol Liverpool Prague
Budapest London Gatwick Rome
Cardiff London Heathrow Southampton
Dublin London Stansted Tenerife
Edinburgh Lorient Warsaw
Faro Madrid Wroclaw
Galway Malaga

—1 . %
For flight information contact BELFAST @;1
Cork Airport Tel:021-4313131 :],l
Website: www.corkairport.com
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The West Cork region is also easily
accessible to other airports, the city being
only 76 miles from Shannon Airport and 63
miles from Farranfore (Kerry) Airport.

While every care has been taken in the compilation of this brochure, neither the
author nor the publisher can accept responsibility for errors or omissions. Where
such errors or omissions occur and are brought to our attention, they will be
included in future revisions to the brochure.

BUS & RAIL TRANSPORT
Bus Eireann Tel: 021-4508188 www.buseireann.ie
larnréd Eireann- Irish Rail  Tel: 021-4506766 www.irishrail.ie

CAR HIRE COMPANIES AT CORK AIRPORT

Telephone Website
AVIS 021-4327460 www.avis.ie
Budget 021-4314000 www.budget.ie
Hertz 021-4965849 www.hertz.ie
Irish Car Rentals 021-4318644 www.irishcarrentals.com
National Car Rental 021-4318623 www.carhire.ie
Dooley Car Rentals 021-4321099 www.dan-dooley.ie
Enterprise 021-4327031 WWww.enterprise.com
Murrays Europcar 021-4917300 WWw.europcar.ie
Thrifty Car Rental 021-4977884 www.thrifty.ie

FERRIES TO CORK

The Ferryport for the West Cork region is located at Ringaskiddy, southeast of
Cork City. With its natural sheltered deepwater harbour, the Ringaskiddy Ferry
Terminal is the ideal entry point for visiting ferry and cruise passengers to
Cork. It accommodates car ferry services to Britain and Continental Europe.

The Cork region can also be accessed easily from Rosslare, Dun Laoghaire and
Dublin Ferry ports.

Brittany Ferries: Tel.021-4277801 WVebsite: www.brittanyferries.ie operates a
service from Roscoff — Ringaskiddy (Cork) from April to October.

Stena Line: Tel. 0044 8705 707070 or
021-4272965 WVebsite:
www.stenaline.com operates a service
from Fishguard - Rosslare all year ‘round.

Cork City

: -t
Irish Ferries: Tel. 0044 8705 171717 or @Ringaskiddy

0818-300400 Website: -
www.irishferries.com operates a service
from Pembroke - Rosslare all year ‘round - 5§
two sailings a day and from Cherbourg —
Rosslare from February — December.

ML BEoocdds Deor o ..

Fly to Cork from 39 airports in |3 countries.
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HORCAI Going Places

Crech Republic ® England ® France # Germany ® Holland ® Hungary ® laly
#® M. Irvland # Poland & Portugal # Scotland # Spain # Wales



A family owned and managed hotel
set in the tranquil surroundings of
Clonakilty, West Cork, Ireland

Teresa and Michael 0’Neill look
forward to welcoming you to

# Fernhill House Hotel, Clonakilty.

k Tel: +353-23-33258

" Fax: +353-23-34003

' web: www.fernhillhousehotel.com
email: info@fernhillhousehotel.com

Breakaway to Baltimore for a taste of West Cork

Three star family, friendly hotel with 64 bedrooms
including 2 and 3 bedroom family suites
- Superb location overlooking Baltimore Harbour
” - Leisure centre with 16m swimmin ool
oy~ g p >
e

Children's pool, Bubble pool, Jacuzzi, Steam room

TR AT O L SR

[NCHYDONEY [SIAND

C%hydoney Island Lodge and Spa is home to Ireland’s first Thalassotherapy Centre.

Set in-a magnificent location overlooking the Atlantic Ocean & Blue Flag Beaches of Inchydoney
Island the hotel offers guests a warm welcome to Ireland’s most exclusive & tranquil retreat.
« Ireland’s Leading Spa Resort 2004/ 2006
+ Award Winning Gul 1t - Locally d Dunes Bar & Bistro.

lable include Hydrotherapy, Algotherapy, Body Wraps, Massage & Beauty.
« Activities include Watersports, Surfing, Whale Watching, Fishing, Horse Riding & Golf.
5 BN
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CLONAKILTY, WEST CORK, IRELAND
Tel 353 (0) 23 33143 - Fax 353 (0) 23 35229 - CallSave 1 850 60 60 90
Email: reservations@inchydoneyisland.com + www.inchydoneyisland.com

RY

¢ e e ——
60 Years of 0’Callaghan Hospitality
14 luxuriously appointed guest bedrooms
complimented by our award winning
maritime themed bar and restaurant

y[us Cargo ‘N'igﬁtc[ub'

Wolfe Tone Square, Bantry, West Cork
Tel: (027) 50289, Fax: (027) 50261
www.bantrybayhotel.ie

HOTEL KINSALE

Quality Hotel
& Leisure Centre

Clonakilty, West Cork
Tel:023 /36400
Email: info@qualityhotelclonakilty.com

www.qualityhotelclon.com

Award Winning Leisure
Centre
3 Screen Multi Plex Cinema
Children'’s Playroom,
Aerobics Studio

3 Treatment Suites

Créche & Playground

The Ideal Place for
Your Breakaway!!

Our Unique Complex includes
- 96 Ensuite Guestrooms
20 Two bedroom Suites

Pi————— iﬁgﬂgn s club during summer months July and - =-*~5_:E1f",. i _qe,‘l-_loﬁdiy_:!;omiﬁr
2 ; v 3 .., c [ : ; R !
&LEISURE CENTRE Sailing, Golf, Diving, Beaches, Fishing all nearby. spectacularly located on Kinsale's o : = nigal s Restatirari (o7,

Visit the Islands of Sherkin and Cape Clear.

waterfront and now providing all . - - = H o . i = -r‘a. p
the facilities and services of a : ast,( < &

modern 4 Star Hotel.
Baltimore, West Cork

Tel 028 20361/Fax 028 20466 emailiinf
Web: www.baltimoreharbourhotel.ie wwiw.eccleshotel.com 3
Email: info@baltimoreharbourhotel.ie 3" hatel - bar - restatrant - BEAGUEtinG OO =66 2nsulte bedratms




